INTRODUCTION
The caprellid amphipod fauna of the west coast of North America has received only limited attention in the past. Prior to Laubitz' study (1970) , the most recent comprehensive systematic treatment of coastal caprellids was included in Mayer's classic monographs (1890, 1903) , where 16 species were recorded or described. Dougherty & Steinberg (1953) listed a total of 20 species, of which two were new, from central and northern California. Laubitz (1970) reported 26 species of Caprellidae, including a new genus and 6 new species, and speculated that further examination of the coastal fauna would undoubtedly yield a substantial number of new species.
The overwhelming majority of caprellids reported or described from the North American Pacific coast have been obtained from intertidal collections (La Follette, 1914 , 1915 Shaw, 1916; Dougherty & Steinberg, 1953; Laubitz, 1970) . While the existing literature is deficient in ecological information about the majority of species, it appears that only a few species are restricted to sublittoral or benthic communities. The caprellid fauna associated with the benthos has been largely ignored.
Recently I have examined caprellids taken from benthic samples collected by the Allan Hancock Foundation (Los Angeles, California, 1952 -1960 and Marine Biological Consultants, Inc. (Costa Mesa, California, 1969 -1973 .
These samples represent extensive benthic programs in bays, harbors and nearshore areas from Point Conception to San Diego. In addition to the other commonly occurring genera, two species of Mayerella were found in these collections. Numerous females and juvenile males of Mctyerella banksia, first described from British Columbia (Laubitz, 1970) , were taken in shallow water (10 to 40 meters) samples from Oxnard, California, and a large male was collected outside Los Angeles Harbor (AHF 2107-52, 33 meters). The second species, new and described herein, is found only in unpolluted shallow water environments of enclosed bays and harbors with muddy sediments. The discovery of M. bank.ria in the Los Angeles area constitutes a range extension from the previously known southern limit just south of San Francisco (Laubitz, 1970 Antenna one approximately length of pereonites one and two combined, flagellum of five articles. Peduncular articles two and three sparsely setose.
Antenna two extending beyond end of peduncle of antenna one, clumps of short setae on ventral border of peduncular articles two and three. First article of flagellum armed with three pairs of slender spines. Terminal article of flagellum with one terminal and one subterminal spine.
Terminal article of mandibular palp with single plumose seta and two rows of minute marginal hairs, second article with one or two plumose setae. Left mandible with palmate five-toothed incisor and similar, but slightly smaller fivetoothed lacinia mobilis; setal row of three serrate setae; molar well developed,
